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MINUTES
TOWN BOARD

February 10, 2021

The Town of Manlius Town Board live streaming from their homes, with Supervisor Edmond 
Theobald presiding and the following Board members present:

Karen Green, Councilor
Sara Bollinger, Councilor
Elaine Denton, Councilor
John Deer, Councilor
Heather Waters, Councilor
Katelyn M. Kriesel, Councilor

The following Town Officers were present:

Tim Frateschi, Attorney for the Town        Allison A. Weber, Town Clerk
Mike Crowell, Police Chief        Rob Cushing, Highway Superintendent
Doug Miller, Town Engineer        Randy Capriotti, Director of Codes

Other persons attending:

1.  Introduction to Join the Virtual Town Board Meeting

Introduction of Zoom Meeting Participants:

2.  The Pledge of Allegiance

The Town Board recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Supervisor Theobald, called the meeting to 
order at 6:30 pm. 

3. Open Podium

Resident Paul Wagner spoke on personal knowledge of the history of the town and current 
interactions with the police department.

4.  Approval of Minutes – January 27, 2021

Councilor Green made a motion, seconded by Councilor Bollinger, to approve the minutes of 
January 27, 2021 as submitted by Town Clerk Weber.

Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

5.  Approval of Abstract # 3

Councilor Bollinger made a motion, seconded by Councilor Green, to approve Abstract # 3 as 
submitted by Town Clerk Weber.
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Fund Summary
Abstract # 3 - 2021

CODE FUND TOTALS
A General Fund Townwide $225,057.04
B General Fund Town $8,780.80
DA Highway Fund Townwide $96,285.80
SF1 Fayetteville Fire Protection $1,950,845.00
SF2 Manlius Fire Protection $1,381,757.74
SF3 Minoa Fire Protection $875,486.00
SF4 Kirkville Fire Protection $223,582.00
SL1 Overhead Lighting $1,653.36
SL2 Underground Lighting $2,422.81
SL3 Entry Lighting $107.49
SL4 Garden Park Lighting $641.46

SL5 Ratnaur Bridge Lighting $2,760.90
SR1 Manlius Trash District $185.87
SR2 Manlius Res Brush District $185.87
SS1 Manlius Con Sewer District $20.81
SS3 Megnin Sewer District $68,858.42

Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

6.  Public Hearing – Draft Local law Authorizing the Planning Board to issue Special 
Permits for Energy Systems

Attorney Frateschi stated that in August of 2020 the Town Board amended the special use permit
section of the code to delegate authority to the Planning Board to issue special use permits. The 
Solar Energy System section of the Code still references the Town Board. The proposed local 
law amendment will make it clear that the Planning Board will issue special use permits for solar
energy projects. 

Councilor Green made a motion, seconded by Councilor Deer to waive the reading of the public 
notice in the matter of the draft local law authorizing the Planning Board to issue Special Permits
for Energy Systems.

Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

Councilor Bollinger made a motion, seconded by Councilor Kriesel, to open the public hearing at
6:46 PM in the matter of the draft Local law Authorizing the Planning Board to issue Special 
Permits for Energy Systems.
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Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

Arnold Poltenson stated that the Planning Board has issued special permits for solar arrays for a 
7-year period and the leases for the arrays run for 20 to 25 years involving a large amount of 
acreage. 

Mr. Poltenson discussed the length of time that it takes for an applicant to begin construction on 
solar arrays and asked if there should be a condition in the special permit that requires 
construction to start within a certain period of time.

Attorney Frateschi stated special use permits normally have a 7-year expiration and site plans 
can have a time limit placed upon them for construction purposes if the planning board chooses 
to add that as a condition. Attorney Frateschi stated he believes setting a time limit on a site plan 
is a good idea.

Councilor Kriesel discussed the process the developer must go through to construct a solar array 
and why it takes so long to analyze the site before construction begins. Councilor Kriesel did 
agree that a time limit could be reviewed.

The Town Board agreed that the sunset time and the existing 1-mile rule for solar energy arrays 
should be reviewed by the Planning Board. 

Councilor Bollinger made a motion, seconded by Councilor Green, to close the public hearing at 
7:04 PM in the matter of the draft Local law Authorizing the Planning Board to issue Special 
Permits for Energy Systems.

Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

Councilor Bollinger made a motion, seconded by Councilor Kriesel, to approve Local Law 2021-
1 Authorizing the Planning Board to issue Special Permits for Energy Systems as outlined in the 
resolution prepared by the Attorney for the Town.

Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

7. Polling Place Agreement

Town Clerk Weber presented the standard polling place agreement with Onondaga County.

Councilor Green made a motion, seconded by Councilor Waters, to approve the polling place 
agreement for the use of Town Hall between the Town of Manlius and Onondaga County Board 
of Elections for a period of 5-years.
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Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

8. Planning Board Appointment

Councilor Kriesel and Councilor Bollinger discussed the interview and selection process for the 
Planning Board position.

Councilor Bollinger made a motion seconded by Councilor Kriesel, to appoint Valerie Beecher   
to the position of member of the Planning Board with a term of 7 years to expire 12-31-2027.

Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

9. Zoning Board of Appeals Appointment

Councilor Waters discussed the interview and selection process for the Zoning Board of Appeals 
position. 

Councilor Green made a motion seconded by Councilor Waters, to appoint Clare Miller to the 
position of member of the Zoning Board of Appeals with a term of 5 years to expire 12-31-2025.

Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

10. Comprehensive Plan Barton & Loguidice, D. P. C.

Councilor Bollinger stated there are a few details they would like to see added to the contract
including: 

 How long each step of the process will take to complete.
 The level of community engagement that the town expects.
 A stronger collection process of the initial ideas.

Councilor Bollinger stated the project will be still be capped at the budgeted $50,000.

The contract was tabled until the next meeting for further review and amendments.

11. Standards for Electronic Real Property Tax Administration

Attorney Frateschi discussed a proposed draft resolution that would allow residents to file 
grievances electronically. Attorney Frateschi stated that the Town Board and the Assessor will be
required to develop standards for a policy.

The Town Board discussed the matter and requested that the policies be drafted, and a resolution 
prepared for the next meeting. 
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12. Standard Workday Resolution

Town Clerk Weber presented a Standard Workday Reporting Resolution. The resolution is 
required for elected and appointed officials that participate in the New York State Retirement 
Program and they are required to complete a three-month reporting calendar of service. Town 
Clerk Weber stated that this resolution is being presented separately due to COVID as these 
individuals had to submit their reports later than others.

Councilor Bollinger made a motion, seconded by Councilor Green, to approve the Standard 
Workday Reporting Resolution for state retirement as prepared by Town Manager Oot.

Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

13.  Highway Superintendent

Supervisor Cushing stated he is compiling specs for pickups that were budgeted for and hopes to 
get the bids out at the next meeting.

14.  Planning & Development

Randy Capriotti, Director of Codes stated the department has compiled all data for the annual 
report.  The report will be filed with New York State and a copy will be available to for the 
public to review.

Doug Miller Town Engineer stated there have been two requests for streetlights in the town.

 Corner of Route 5 and Springview Dr. - a onetime installation fee of $856 for the pole 
and annual fee of $111.82.

 227 McClennan and Route 5- There is an existing pole and the annual fee will be $95.97.

Town Engineer Miller stated that National Grid is proposing a new lighting program with 
ornamental heads and the prices may be lower in the spring.

Councilor Bollinger made a motion, seconded by Councilor Green, to approve installation of a 
light pole at the intersection of Route 5 and Springview Dr. with a onetime installation fee of 
$856 for the pole and annual fee of $111.82 to be added to the lighting district.

Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

Councilor Bollinger made a motion, seconded by Councilor Green, to approve the additional 
installation of a streetlight on an existing pole at 227 McClennan and Route 5 with the annual fee
of $95.97 to be added to the lighting district.

Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.
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15.  Attorney

Attorney Frateschi introduced a proposed draft Local Law that would allow domestic pets or 
comfort animals in the R1 zoning district. Attorney Frateschi requested input from the Town 
Board on the proposed law.

Councilor Denton stated the current code allows for a 50 sq ft structure to house dogs or cats. 
Councilor Denton suggested the current section of the code 155-A2D be amended to allow for a 
50 sq ft structure to house dogs, cats, miniature goats, chickens, and rabbits.

Councilor Bollinger made a motion, seconded by Councilor Green, to set a date for a public 
hearing on March 10, 2021 at 6:35 PM for a proposed Local Law Amending Various Sections of 
the Zoning Code to Allow Certain Animals to be kept in the R1 District as Domestic Pets or 
Comfort Animals.

Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

16.  Town Clerk

Town Clerk Weber stated that a recent review of the current oaths on file in the Town Clerk’s 
Office was completed and Mr. Poltenson has a current oath for the Board of Assessment Review 
only. Town Clerk Weber stated that Mr. Poltenson has not been the deciding vote on any matters
on the Planning Board and a motion is required to re-appoint him. 

Councilor Green made a motion seconded by Councilor Deer, to reappoint Arnold Poltenson to 
the position of member of the Planning Board with term of to expire 12-31-23.

Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

Town Clerk Weber stated the town has recently received two requests for peddler permits. Town 
Clerk Weber requested the Town Board review their current policy on peddling and soliciting in 
the Town of Manlius during the pandemic. The Town Board discussed the matter and requested 
that the Attorney for the Town draw up a resolution temporarily suspending commercial peddler 
permits until guidance is received from New York State that is safe for those types of activities 
to resume. 

Town Clerk Weber the Town has been offered a landlocked parcel in the Homewood 
Neighborhood from the Himppler estate.

The Town Board discussed the matter and maintenance implications of owning a landlocked 
parcel. 
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Attorney Frateschi stated that the town does not currently own property.  The Town Board 
directed Town Clerk Weber to contact the Himpler Estate and decline the offer. 

17.  Police Chief

Chief Crowell gave the following report:

 New officer Katlyn Beebe with be starting soon.
 Chief Crowell continues to work with the county on the Governor’s Executive Order 203 

regarding police reform.

 New Governors executive order 70B effective April 1, 2021 makes the Attorney General 
in charge of all incidents associated with deaths at the hands of law enforcement.  

 February in-service training under way.

18.  Town Manager – No New Business

19.  Committee Reports

Communications Committee
Councilor Deer stated the first Communications Committee meeting took place with reviewing 
what the committee is about and their goals.

Sustainable Manlius
Councilor Kriesel stated Sustainable Manlius meets the 1st Thursday of every month at 7:00 PM. 
The Town has officially been designated as a clean energy community and as such qualifies for a
$5,000 grant. The committee will be looking at other grants that are available.

Tree Commission
Councilor Waters stated the next meeting of the Tree Commission will meet February 16th at 
5:00 PM. The Tree Commission will be reviewing the town code as it relates to trees and how it 
will work in supporting Sustainable Manlius. Councilor Waters announced that the Town of 
Manlius was once again named as a Tree City by the Arbor Day Foundation.

Comprehensive Planning Committee
Councilor Waters stated that Comprehensive Planning Committee has completed its three 
listening sessions, and the next step will be to build the steering committee.

Salt Springs Water District
Councilor Bollinger stated the Water District Committee which includes the (Skyridge Water 
District and the proposed Salt Springs Water District) will be making a presentation at the March
10th Town Board Meeting.

20.  Supervisor

Councilor Green made a motion, seconded by Councilor Deer, to accept the Supervisor’s 
monthly report for December 2020 as presented.  

Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel
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Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

21.  Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Board, upon motion duly made by Councilor 
Green and seconded by Councilor Kriesel the Board voted unanimously to adjourn regular 
session at 8:14 PM.

Ayes: Supervisor Theobald, Councilor Green, Councilor Bollinger, Councilor Denton, Councilor
Deer, Councilor Waters, Councilor Kriesel

Nayes: 0                                           All in Favor.                                          Motion Carries.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Allison A. Weber
Town Clerk




